Gordon Nursery - Progression of Skills and Curriculum Overview 2023-24

Area of Learning

Other Possible Themes

Suggested Enrichment
Activities

Suggested whole class
focus texts

Summer term — Growing and
Changing/Traditional stories

Transition/Transport and
Travel/Hats/Keeping Healthy/The Sea

Farm visit, PE week — Dance workshop
/performance, gymnastics workshop,
Sports Day, Art/DT exhibition

The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Caterpillar
Butterfly, Oi, Frog! Tadpole’s Promise,
Jack and the Beanstalk, 3 Little Pigs,
The Little Sunflower, Camille and the
Sunflowers, Jasper’s Beanstalk
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Communication and
Language

Communication and
Language is developed
throughout the year
through high quality
interactions, group/circle
times, stories, singing,
speech and language
interventions

Children can:

join in with rhymes and songs
and begin to move/do actions
to music

respond to their name by
looking at the person speaking
identify familiar objects
/properties when described by
an adult e.g. blue car
concentrate for 5 minutes on
carpet or at an activity
understand simple questions
and instructions e.g. where is
your coat?

respond to questions using
simple sentences

start a conversation with an
adult or friend

Children can:

concentrate for slightly longer
period (up to 8 mins on carpet
or at an activity)

focus on adults when they read
or sing, responding with sounds
and movement

respond appropriately to key
vocabulary e.g. get your coat
begin to ask/respond to ‘why’
and ‘how’ questions

identify characters in familiar
books

follow a familiar story with
props/pictures

begin to use

start a conversation and take
my turn to speak

Children can:

listen to longer stories and
recall much of what happens
remember, join in and retell
familiar rhymes and stories
understand ‘why’ questions
e.g. why do you think the
caterpillar got so fat?

use longer sentences (at least
6 words) joined with words
such as ‘because’, ‘and’

speak with clarity, attempting
multisyllabic words and using
future and past tenses (mostly
correctly)

start and continue
conversations with an adult or
friend and continue for many
turns

follow a 2-part question or
instruction
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Personal, Social and
Emotional Development

Children develop their
personal, social and
emotional skills
throughout the year in
everyday situations and
through stories, circle
times, Zones of
Regulation, SEAL
activities, yoga and
mindfulness activities.
They begin to understand
about the importance of
making healthy choices
around eating (including
TastEd activities), activity
and dental care.

Children:

name the adults and some
children in the setting

play cooperatively with a
familiar adult e.g. rolling ball
back and forth

begin to initiate play, offering
cues to peers to join in

begin to form special
friendships with another child
have own ideas and take notice
of other’s responses

join in a range of activities that
interest them

follow the rules with reminders
from others

begin to be independent in self-
care e.g. put on apron, attempt
putting on coat, join in tidying
usually manage to wash and dry
hands

begin to understand that some
things belong to them, some to
others or have to be shared
respond to the feelings and
wishes of others

with support, are aware that
some actions can hurt/harm
others

are beginning to express own
feelings e.g. happy, sad, angry,
worried

Children:

seek out others to share
experiences

show affection and concern for
adults in setting/peers

are confident to talk to other
children in play situations

keep play going by responding
to what others are doing/saying
follow classroom rules
independently

are increasingly independent
with self-care e.g. using toilet
independently, put on coat,
know when an apron is needed
can tell adults when hungry or
tired

beginning to learn how to use
equipment safely

make healthy choices about
food, drink, activity and dental
care

can demonstrate a sense of self
e.g. want to do things
independently, say ‘no’ to an
adult

have a growing ability to
distract themselves when upset
can inhibit own actions
/behaviours e.g. stop
themselves doing something
they shouldn’t

Children:

become more outgoing with
unfamiliar people in familiar
environment and show more
confidence in new social
settings e.g. outings

can play with one or more
other children, extending and
elaborating play e.g. a role-
play activity

select and use activities and
resources independently, or
minimal support

remember and follow rules
and understand why they are
important

have a sense of responsibility
and community

understand that equipment
and tools have to be used
safely

begin to accept needs of
others and can take turns and
share resources, sometimes
with support

develop appropriate ways of
being assertive

begin to understand the
importance of a healthy
lifestyle

talk about feelings and
understand how others may be
feeling
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Children:

can sit safely on a chair

can sit on the carpet for 5
minutes unaided

can attempt to kick a ball

can control whole body and
negotiate space and objects
can pour water and sand using
different sized containers

use large muscle movements to
wave flags/ribbons, paint and
make marks

can run safely on whole foot
ride a trike or balance bike with
good control

use palmar grasp or four finger
grip to hold mark-making tools
make anti-clockwise circles and
lines in a variety of media
begin to use fine motor
equipment such as threading
beads, tweezers

beginning to hold scissors using
correct grip to snip paper, for
example

Children:

can kick a large ball

climb stairs/apparatus using
alternate feet

respond and move to rhythm
and music, moving safely in a
smaller space

begin to copy movements such
as jumping, hopping, skipping
are beginning to balance on one
foot

can wave arms or ribbons to
make vertical lines and circles in
the air

begin to develop a quadropod
or static tripod grasp when
using writing media

can copy basic pre-writing
patterns

use one-handed tools with
more purpose and control
hold scissors correctly and
begin to cut along a line

Children:

can catch a large ball

can jump, hop, skip, stand on
one leg and hold a pose for a
game like musical statues

are increasingly able to use
and remember sequences and
patterns of movements which
are related to music and
rhythm

can move freely and with
pleasure in a range of ways,
including running skilfully and
negotiate space successfully
match their developing
physical skills to tasks and
activities in the setting and
begin to extend it into other
areas such as forest school

can use a range of one-handed
tools including hole punch,
tweezers

are beginning to cut along a
continuous line using one hand
can hold a pencil near the
point in a pincer grip, no longer
using whole-hand grasp,
sometimes with a reminder
show preference for a
dominant hand
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Children can:

identify signs and symbols in
the environment and recall
what they mean

take care of books, handling
them with care

join in with familiar songs,
rhymes and repeat familiar
phrases from simple stories

distinguish between the marks
they make

use a range of tools in a range
of media to make marks
attempt to copy name

Phase 1 Phonics games using Little
Wandle resources

Aspect 1 —Sound discrimination
games — Environmental sounds
Aspect 2 — Sound discrimination
games — Environmental sounds
Aspect 3 — Sound discrimination
games — body percussion

Children can:

count or clap syllables in words
begin to recognise words with
the same initial sound

suggest what might happen
next in a story

know that print carries meaning
and is read L-R, T-B and that
pages are turned one at a time,
in sequence

identify and suggest rhymes
identify letters from name in
other words

imitate an adult writing
begin to produce emergent
writing and symbols

Aspect 5 - Alliteration
Aspect 6 — Voice sounds

Children can:

understand that print has
different purposes

name the different parts of a
book including front cover,
back cover, page, title, author
engage in extended
conversations about stories,
learning new vocabulary

tell stories to friends

talk about events, the setting
and characters in stories
recognise own name

use print and letter knowledge
in early writing attempts e.g.
writing a pretend shopping list
that starts at the top of the
page, write ‘m’ for mummy
write first name independently
in a variety of media

Aspect 4 — Rhythm and rhyme
Aspect 7 — Oral blending and
segmenting
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Children can:

Show awareness of
surroundings and curiosity to
explore and make sense
Perceptually subitise to 3

Use numbers as labels to 3
Begin to compare quantities
Find correct amount to 3
Understand that 3 is made of
other numbers

Begin to join in songs, action
rhymes with counting or
number patterns

Start to use a 5 frame
understanding concept images
and ‘full’/’not full yet’

Places 1, 2 and 3 counters on a
5 frame and labels amounts
correctly

Categorise objects according to
properties — colour, shape or
size

Begin to compare sizes using
language bigger/little/smaller
See shapes in pictures and start
to make pictures using shapes
Identify shapes in the
environment

Select shapes appropriately e.g.
for building

Children can:

Independently sing
songs/rhymes and ‘read’ stories
using number names and
number patterns

Know number names to 5 and
correctly connect amounts on
and off 5 frames with these
labels

Compare quantities to 5

Begin to understand conceptual
subitising for amounts to 4

Use numbers as labels to 5
Understand the key principles
of counting (Subitising -
perceptual and conceptual, 1:1
correspondence, cardinality,
stable order)

talk about and explore basic 2D
and 3D shapes using informal
and mathematical language e.g.
‘sides’, ‘corners’, ‘straight’,
‘flat’, ‘round’, curved

talk about and identify patterns
e.g. ‘spotty’, ‘stripy’

extend and create ABAB
patterns

begin to describe a sequence of
events

Children can:

Understand that numbers 1-4
are made up of other numbers
— use conceptual subitising
(‘move it to prove it’)

Begin to understand part-
whole structure of number.
Partition a whole number into
parts, understanding that the
whole remains the same

Start to develop early
calculation — knows how many
more they need to make a
groups of 1, 2, 3, 4 and knows
how many there will be when
1,2, o0r 3, 4 are removed

Understand position through
words alone

Make comparisons between
objects relating to size, length,
weight and capacity

Notice and correct an error in a
repeating pattern

Discuss routes and locations
using words like ‘in front of’
and ‘behind’
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Children:

Imitate everyday actions and
events from own family and
cultural background

Show interest in the lives of
people familiar to them

Use all their senses in hands-on
exploration of natural materials
Explore how things work

Begin to remember and talk
about significant events in their
own experience

Children:

Begin to role-play familiar
people and different jobs

See there are similarities and
differences that connect them
to, and distinguish them from
others e.g. hair colour/type, eye
colour, young/old

Explore collections of materials
with similar and/or different
properties

Talk about the differences
between materials and changes
they notice

Plant seeds and care for
growing plants

Remember and talk about
significant events in their own
experience

Children:

Show interest in different
occupations

Develop positive attitudes
about the differences between
people

Know there are different
countries in the world and can
talk about the differences they
have experienced or seen in
photos

Talk about natural materials
using a wide vocabulary
Explore and talk about
different forces they feel
Understand the key features of
the life cycle of a plant and an
animal

Begin to understand the need
to respect and care for the
natural environment and all
living things

Begin to make sense of their
own life-story and family’s
history
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Children:

Show an interest in the way
musical instruments sound
Join different materials and
explore different textures
Create closed shapes and
continuous lines, and begin to
use these shapes to represent
objects

Take part in simple pretend play
using an object to represent
something else even though
they are not similar

Listen with increased attention
to sounds

Remember and sing entire
songs

Children:

Draw with increasing
complexity and detail e.g. make
a circle for face and add detail
Explore colour and colour
mixing

Explore different materials
freely, in order to develop their
ideas about how to use them
and what to make

Begin to develop complex
stories using small-world
equipment

Create their own songs or
improvise a song around one
they know

Play instruments with
increasing control to express
feelings and ideas

Children:

Use drawing to represent ideas
like movement or loud noises
Show different emotions in
drawings and paintings e.g.
happiness, sadness

Develop their own ideas and
then decide which materials to
use to express them

Make imaginative and complex
‘small worlds” with blocks and
construction kits

Respond to what they have
heard, expressing their
thoughts and feelings

Sing the pitch of a tone sung by
another person (‘pitch match’)
Sing the melodic shape
(moving melody, such as up
and down) of familiar songs




